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Anonymous Classes Summary

· An anonymous class is a type of inner class which is defined without ever giving a name.  Since it has no name, it can only be used once.
· They are used heavily in defining eventListeners without having to make a new function or make a class which extends eventListener.
· Anonymous classes allow multiple eventListeners to be made with no ‘if’ statements inside of them, thus cleaning up the code and allowing for more efficient use of space.
· A sample of how this type of classe could be used is the following:

button.addActionListener(new ActionListener 


{



public void actionPerformed(ActionEvent e) {




doStuff();



}


});

· These functions can be called anywhere (inside of a function,  with a variable, etc.)

· Can be used to define a function which implements an interface without ever declaring a class which implements the interface.  It is still bound to complete an interface’s methods, but does so without creating a new class. 

